no       ,         ALPHA OF THE PLOUGH
off thelKarcEist on the other. I am neither a Marxfe*,
nor a Tolstovan, but a compromise. I shall not
permit any authority to say that my child must
go to this school or that, shall specialise in science or
arts, shall play rugger or soccer* These things are
personal. But if I proceed to say that my child
shall have no education at all, that he shall be brought
up as a primeval savage, or at Mr, Fagin's academy
for pickpockets, then Society will politely but firmly
tell me that it has no use for primeval savages and
a very stern objection to pickpockets, and that my
child must have a certain minimum of education
whether I like it or not. I cannot have the liberty
to be a nuisance to my neighbours or make my child
a burden and a danger to the commonwealth.
v It is in the small matters of conduct, in the observ-
ance of the rule of the road, that we pass judgment
upon ourselves, and declare that we are civilised or
uncivilised. The great momftnfr of byjfow anft
sacrifice are rare. It is the little habits ofjgmmon-
place intercourse_that_giake up the great sumjai
lifejmcfsweeten or make_bitter the tourney. I hope
my f riendinthe railway carriage will reflect on this.
Then he will not cease, I am sure, to explain to his
neighbour where French went wrong and where the
Germans went ditto; but he will do it in a way that
will permit me to read my Blue-book undisturbed.